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A good deed
is never lost:
fie who sows
courtesy reaps
friendship;
and he who
plants kindness
gathers [ove.
Basil

OLD FurNITURE BRINGS NEwW HOPE by Carol Fanelli

They huddled by their ol d battered pick-
up trucksand other assorted vehicleswatching
warily aswearrived. They did not know usand
were not quite sure of our motives. Werewe
thereto pity them or questionwhy they werein
need? Was there going to be achargefor the
itemsthey werenot told about?

“Comecloser”, | said. “1 want to tell
youwhy wearehere. You need to know every-
thing we brought has
been freely donated
and everyone who
helpedisavolunteer.
All of ushavefetapull
onour heartsto answer
God'scall of service.
God does hear your
prayers for help. He
cares about you and
has sent usto helpin
your time of need.”
And as | spoke their
faceschanged. Smiles
broke out, shoulders
relaxed, andtheir eyes
becamedight with hope.

Volunteerseagerly stepped forward to
help unload thetrailer. It wasagroup effort as
the men carried furniture of all kindsto each
other’ sspaceinthe school yard. Itemsthat were
no longer needed herein Lancaster found anew
home and became useful again in Kentucky.
L aughter rang out a ong with the many echoed
criesof “Thank You!” Therewasfurniturefor
every roominthe house along with appliances
both largeand small. Baby itemsand building
materialsweregratefully accepted.

Waiting and hoping

Butindividua familieswerenct theonly
recipients. Thistrip we had donationsfrom a
local church and anearby school tobeusedina
children’s setting. These were assigned to a
church in Kentucky that wanted to start a
children’sministry. They had no money intheir
budget to purchase chairs, tablesand other items
needed specificaly for children. Thesedonations
werean answer totheir prayers.

In addition to
the 36 families who
received adirect dona
tion many otherswould
alsoindirectly benefit
from our trip. Boxes
and boxesof toiletries,
toysand school items
were delivered to the
officeof our contact or-
ganizaioninHindman.
Theseitemswill begiven
out throughout theyear
asrequestsaremadeby
thoseindireneed.

Beforel knew it, thetruck wasunloaded
and the school yard began to empty out. It had
taken us several monthsto collect, sort, clean
andfinaly load thetruck. Inlessthan two short
hours everything was distributed. We waved
goodbye to the last of the recipients and the
volunteers and reflected on al that had taken
place. | breathed aprayer of thanksto aloving
Father for allowing meto serve Him by sharing
with thosein need. Somehow it alwaysseemsl
receive so much moreinreturn.




|s 1T WoORTH THE DIFFERENCE? by Tom Fanelli

Onasunny Friday afternoon | left work early to begin
thelong drive out to Knott County, Kentucky. On Saturday we
would meet up with our volunteer truck driver, Jm Meck, with
another load of furniture and assorted itemsfor the peopl e of
thispart of Appalachia. Itishard to believethiswasour fourth
trip to Kentucky and | wasgrateful to all who hel ped makeit

possible.
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Lauda’'s home when | first visited. She lived in a small
room on the right side of the house. Cinder block steps
led to the rickety porch.

Some people have asked mewhy | do thissince we
obviougly are not making an economic changeinthe hills of
Kentucky. My belief isif we canhelp just one person and make
adifferenceright now intheir lifeit wasworth theentiretrip. In
most cases what we do directly impacts 30 to 40 families by
supplying them with much needed furniture and appliances so
they canlive*“liketherest of us” who so often take what we
havefor granted.

Onour first tripin 2006 wevisited awoman who lived
inasmall house her father built onthesdeof themountaininthe
1930's. Shewasreducedto living in oneroom that was added
on about 20 yearsago. Theoriginal roof leaked so badly that it
destroyed thefloorsso it wasunsafeto walk in that part of the
house. Therewasno indoor plumbing and her homewasheated
by acod stovewhich shehad tofill by breaking up dabsof cod
withan ax. Laudawas 69 yearsold when| first met her.

Severa organizationsworking together over the past
two yearshave provided anew roof and floorsand theindoor

plumbing isamost complete. We
were able to provide a toilet,
bathroom sink and cabinetsand no
doubt will add afew more pieces
when the houseisready. Canyou
imaginethedifferencethishasmade
inherlife?

Thepeoplethat liveinthe
hillsof Appalachiaare among the
poorest peopleinthe United States.
Thelook on their facesaswe unload thetruck isindescribable.
They smileand laugh (and sometimes cry) astogether weall
carry the piecesto their carsand battered old trucksthat don't
evenlook asthough they will makeit home. Everyoneworks
together and their sincere gratefulnessisvery apparent. They
help each other |oad the vehiclesand take turnsdriving their
treasures home. In about 1 ¥2 hours we are finished and the
truck isempty but my heartisfull.

The outhouse

I look back on the day and thank God that he shook
meand let me seethat we can help one by oneand two by two
and redlly makeadifferencein someone'slife. We can offer our
handsin service and let them know that someone cares about
them. You may say, “Why?’ | say, “Why not?’ Jesus said
whatever we do to theleast of His peoplewedo unto Him. As
for meand my house—wewill follow the Lord.

Lauda on her new porch with steps and a railing. Note
the door and window frames, siding, and drain spouts.



